Learning English through Poems and Songs


Appreciating Poems and Songs
Learning Activity 1

What makes a poem/song good?
Read the following suggestions about what makes a poem/song good and decide which you agree with. Talk about them with a partner. Feel free to add your own suggestions.
1. It fits its purpose and occasion.

2. It is difficult to understand.

3. It feels sincere.

4. It has the usual ideas.

5. It shows a lot of thought.

6. It has original ideas.

7. It makes the reader think.

8. It has good rhymes.

9. The rhythm is interesting.

10. It makes people laugh.

Learning Activity 2
Understanding and giving opinions about poems and songs

Read the poems and answer the questions. The selection shows many different types of poetry that serve various purposes such as expressing opinions, feelings and our physical senses, calling for action and entertaining us.
Reading them may help you to decide what sorts of poetry suit you and make it easier for you to choose examples for your Journal.  
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Follow-up Activities

e n you
1. Write a poem which contains 10 excuses for not doing your homework. When yc

have finished, compare your excuses with those on the following websites
* httr//www.indianchild.com/excuses_for_not_doing_your_h.htm
vww.excuses.co.uk/school/homeworkexcuses.html
w.crazedsquirrelland.com/actualexcusesfornotdoinghomework.htm

9 your teacher, giving advice to him/her on how to make
enjoyable for the students. You might like to browse the

'r ideas

ac k12.ny.us/austin/starkids/curriculum/homework/

'm/Ithomeworkissues html
/teachingtoday/educationupclose. phtml/45

‘ot turning in homework is “My dog ate my
‘tes to read a story, a poem and some comics

2r/17221.html (a story)
Homework. htm
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(To be read or ch

1 anted with increasing velocity)

Homework moanwork

Cross it out and groanwork

|
“ Homework neatwork
4 Keeps you off the streetwork
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When you've had enoughwork
Homework moanwork

Cross it out and groanwork 19
Homework dronework

Do it on your ownwork
Homework moanwork

Cross it out and groanwork
Homework gloomwork 15

Gaze around the roomwork
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Homework hatework
Hand your book in latework
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“Hi!”
Section A

Pre-reading: Discuss the following with your partner or group.

Do you consider hunting a sport? Do you think humans have the right to kill animals for fun?
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
Section B

Read the poem and answer the questions that follow.
	Hi!  

	

	Hi! Handsome hunting man,

	           Fire your little gun.

	         Bang! Now that animal

	       Is dead and dumb 1 and done 2.

	Nevermore to peep 3 again, creep 4 again, leap 5 again,

	        Eat sleep or drink again, oh, what fun! 

	

	Walter de la Mare


1dumb: silent
2done: dead
3peep: look
4creep: move
5leap: jump
1. Which of these statements are true?

(a) The poet loves hunting.

(b) The 4th line has a lot of /d/ sounds.

(c) There are many rhyming words in one line.

(d) The poem has six verses.

(e) The poem is telling people not to be cruel.

(f) The words are very difficult.

(g) Three lines rhyme.

(h) The poem is meaningful.

2. What is the strength of the poem? You can choose more than one item from the list below and add your own comments.
(a) It’s true to life.
(b) It’s entertaining.
(c) It’s clever.
(d) It teaches you something.
(e) It’s beautiful.
(f) It has a deep feeling.
(g) It’s sincere.
(h) It makes you think.
(i) It’s fun.
(j) Other comments:______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
3. What do you not like about it?
_______________________________________________________________________________

4. How many stars out of five will you give it? Why?
_______________________________________________________________________________

5. “Bang!” is a word that sounds a little like its meaning. Think of three to five other words whose sound and sense are connected.
_______________________________________________________________________________

“Strawberries”
Section A
Pre-reading: Discuss and work on the following with your partner or group members.

1. Match the senses in the left-hand column with the body parts they are associated with on the right.
	
	

	sight         
	(
	(
	nose

	taste       
	(
	(
	eyes

	touch      
	(
	(
	tongue

	hearing     
	(
	(
	skin

	smell       
	(
	(
	ears


2. Think of at least five words to describe a strawberry. An example is given below. 
	small, 


3. The words in the right-hand column are from the poem “Strawberries” you are about to read. Match them with the senses on the left. Note that there are no matches for the sense of hearing.
	
	

	sight         
	(
	(
	sweet

	taste       
	(
	(
	red

	touch      
	(
	(
	scent

	smell    
	(
	(
	taste buds

	       
	
	(
	tingling


Section B

Read the poem and answer the questions that follow.

	Strawberries

	

	Red globes of pleasure

	Set taste buds tingling 1

	Juice running down chin

	Sweet scent 2 of summer.


1tingling: a feeling of excitement, like ice on the skin
2scent: nice smell

1. Which of the five senses does the poem try to attract? Why?
_______________________________________________________________________________

2. Would it help someone who has never eaten a strawberry to know what it tastes like? Why?
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
3. Does the poem succeed in making you want to eat strawberries? Explain your answer.
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
4. What is the strength of the poem? You can choose more than one item from the list below and add your own comments.
(a) It’s true to life.
(b) It’s entertaining.
(c) It’s clever.
(d) It teaches you something.
(e) It’s beautiful.
(f) It has a deep feeling.
(g) It’s sincere.
(h) It makes you think.
(i) It’s fun.

(j) Other comments:______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
5. What do you not like about it?
_______________________________________________________________________________
6. How many stars out of five will you give it? Why?
_______________________________________________________________________________

“I’m Feeling Rather Full Tonight”
Section A

Pre-reading: Discuss the following with your partner or group members.

1. A western meal in general has three parts, or courses. What are they?
_______________________________________________________________________________
2. Divide these dishes into the three courses.
	green salad
	fresh fruit
	pork chop
	soup
	fish and chips

	meat pie
	apple pie
	roast chicken
	ice-cream
	


_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

3. Make a list of some of the polite ways in which you might refuse an offer of food. The first one is done for you as an example.
	Thank you, but I’m full.

	

	

	

	


Section B

Read the poem and answer the questions that follow.
	I’m Feeling Rather Full Tonight   
	

	
	

	I’m feeling rather full tonight.
	

	I couldn’t eat another bite.
	

	I couldn’t eat half a bean,
	

	Or even taste a tangerine 1.
	4

	I couldn’t lick a lettuce leaf
	

	Or bite the slightest bit of beef.
	

	I couldn’t polish off 2 a pea 
	

	Or sip a single drop of tea
	8

	Or nibble on a nanogram 3
	

	Of pickled ham or candied yam 4 
	

	Or lamb or clam or jam or Spam.
	

	Yes, that’s how truly full I am.
	12

	To even think of eating more
	

	Would leave me lying on the floor
	

	And surely make my stomach hurt
	

	Unless, of course, you’ve got dessert.
	16

	
	

	Kenn Nesbitt
	


1tangerine: a small orange

2polish off: eat

3nanogram: joke word for tiny piece

4candied yam: sugared sweet potato

1. What does the poet say will happen if he continues to eat?
_______________________________________________________________________________
2. What is the surprise that the poem ends with?
_______________________________________________________________________________
3. The poet uses different ways to make the poem interesting. Give one or two examples showing this.
_______________________________________________________________________________
4. The poem is intended to:

(a)  teach good diet

(b)  encourage dieting

(c)  make us smile
“I’m Feeling Rather Full Tonight” copyright © 2006 Kenn Nesbitt. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted by permission of the author.
5. How many stars out of five will you give the poem? Why?
_______________________________________________________________________________

“Swimming Pool”
Section A

Pre-reading: Discuss the following with your partner or group members.
1. Have you ever had the experience of feeling free of worries as if you were living in a dream world?
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

2. Discuss the following: 
(a) What colours do you think of when you imagine a swimming pool?
____________________________________________________________________________

(b) What do your senses (sight, touch, sound, taste, smell) experience when you are swimming in a pool? Which sense is most involved?
____________________________________________________________________________

(c) If you had the chance to swim in the Olympic “Water Cube” swimming pool in Beijing, how would you feel? 

____________________________________________________________________________
Section B

Read the poem and answer the questions that follow.

	Swimming Pool   
	

	
	

	Floating, floating weightless
	

	In the nothingness of pool
	

	I am all wet thoughts.
	3

	
	

	Water-soaked 1, whirling 2 hair
	

	Melts into my skin.
	

	I am bathed in blue.
	6

	
	

	Nothing beneath to feel.
	

	Nothing but sky overhead.
	

	I live outside myself.
	9

	
	

	Myra Cohn Livingston
	


1soaked: very wet

2whirling: going round in circles

From The Way Things Are and Other Poems by Myra Cohn Livingston. Copyright © 1974 by Myra Cohn Livingston. Used by permission of Marian Reiner.
1. Is the swimming pool referred to in the poem indoors or outdoors? How do you know?
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the swimmer doing in lines 1-3?
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
3. What sense (sight, hearing, touch, smell or taste) is being appealed to in lines 4-6? Explain your answer.
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
4. What do lines 1, 4, 5 and 6 have in common (hint: consider the first letter of each word)? How does this add to the poem’s effect?
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
5. Tick one of the following which you think best describes the swimmer’s feeling in the poem. Give your reason(s) in the space below.

	(a) The swimmer feels lonely and worried.
	(     )

	(b) The swimmer feels light, and enjoys the state s/he is in.
	(     )

	(c) The swimmer feels wet and cold.
	(     )


This is because 
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
6. Do you like the poem? Why/Why not?
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
“Rain Music”
Section A

Pre-reading: Do the following with your partner or group members.

1. Look up and find out the differences between the following types of rain: 
(a) drizzle
(b) shower

(c) downpour

(d) rainstorm

Then in groups, exchange your views on how each of them affects your moods.

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

2. If you were going to write a poem expressing joy at the arrival of heavy rain in a dry land, what sort of effects would you try to include? Share your ideas with your partner or group members. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
3. Before you read the poem “Rain Music”, work out the meanings of these words and complete the sentences below. You may use a dictionary to help you.

	whispered
	murmur
	slender
	bidding
	mellow

	strain
	chords
	anew
	ancient
	triumphant


(a) The people of that country try to start __________ after the disaster.
(b) She gave a ___________ apology to her boss about forgetting to bring the documents to the meeting.
(c) When she reached the door of her father’s office, she heard the voice of a man talking in a loud __________.
(d) The doctor advised her that it is more important to stay healthy than just to have a long, __________ body.
(e) Although he can read music sheets, he does not know how to make the __________ into piano notes.
(f) As soon as he got his assignment from the teacher, he left the classroom without a __________.
(g) My mother really enjoyed the African tattoo concert last night. She said the drum music was very exciting. However, I myself preferred more __________ music, which is gentle and calming.
(h) After the team had won in the inter-class basketball match, they walked off the court feeling proud and __________.
(i) After spending two years in London, he received an email from his father one day __________ him to return home.
(j) Since John is interested in history, we decided to get him a book on __________ China for his birthday.
4. You might like to access the following website for some poems and songs about rain: http://www.poemhunter.com/songs/rain/
Section B

Read the poem and answer the questions that follow.

	Rain Music  
	

	
	

	On the dusty earth-drum 1
	

	  Beats the falling rain;
	

	Now a whispered murmur 2, 
	

	    Now a louder strain 3
	4

	Slender, silvery drumsticks,
	

	    On an ancient drum,
	

	Beat the mellow 4 music
	

	    Bidding 5 life to come
	8

	Chords 6 of earth awakened,
	

	  Notes of greening spring,
	

	Rise and fall triumphant 7
	

	  Over every thing.
	12

	Slender, silvery drumsticks
	

	Beat the long tattoo 8 –
	

	God, the Great Musician
	

	Calling life anew.

	16

	
	

	J. S. Cotter, Jr
	


1earth-drum: an ancient musical instrument used by native or indigenous people

2whispered murmur: quiet sound

3louder strain: louder tune

4mellow: gentle, calming

5bidding: telling, inviting
6chords: music

7triumphant: victorious

8long tattoo: drum music
1. Find one word in the first line of the poem that suggests the place described in the poem is hot and dry. 
_______________________________________________________________________________
2. What is the rain compared to in the poem?
_______________________________________________________________________________
3. What expressions does the poet use to describe that the rain is sometimes heavy and sometimes light?
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

4. What does it mean when the poet says that the rain is “bidding life to come” (line 8)?
_______________________________________________________________________________

5. Why does the poet say that God is a great musician (line 15)?
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
6. Some words (e.g. drum, beat, now) and the expression “Slender, silvery drumsticks” are repeated in the poem. Do you think it is a good idea? Why/Why not?
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

7. Is “Rain Music” a good title? Why/Why not?
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
8. Do you like the poem? Why/Why not?
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

 “Summer Holiday”
Section A

Pre-reading: Do the following with your partner or group members.

1. Imagine you are planning a summer holiday with some friends. Discuss where you would like to go.
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

2. What would you like to do during your holiday? List some of the activities you would plan.
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

3. What feelings would you expect if everything went well? Add to the lists in the table contrasting daily life and holiday time. 
	Daily life
	Holiday time

	· Routine activities

· Dullness

· Stress and worry
	· Special activities and tours

· Excitement




Section B

Now read the lyrics for the song “Summer Holiday” (available at http://www.poemhunter.com/
song/summer-holiday). If you can, listen to the song also (available at http://www.youtube.com). Then answer the following questions.
1. According to the lyrics, what can one do on a summer holiday? Are your ideas about holidays similar to those in the song?

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
2. Add some verses. Here is an example based on the second verse. 
	We’re going where the food is tasty.

	We’re going where the palm trees sway.

	Let’s go to stay on an isle

	Where we can play all day.


_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

3. Create a picture to go with the song.
	


Learning Activity 3
Summing up
What do you find most attracts you to poems and songs? What qualities must they have for you to like them? Write down your ideas in the space below and share them with your partner/group members.
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Learning Activity 4
Tasks for the Poem and Song Journal
Work on either one or both of the following:
1. Search for poems and songs you wish to include in your journal. Write some reasons for your choices. 
2. Choose a poem/chant and make a sound recording of it bringing out its rhythm and mood (e.g. happy, sad, excited, angry). Then, write down in your journal what attracts you to it.
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